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Political Diſquiſitions 


N Obedience to your Commands, 
I here ſend your Grace, drawn 
together into one View, thoſe 
Thoughts, which I have occaſionally had 
the Honour to mention in Converſation 


with you, on the preſent State of Public 


I dare not flatter myſelf with an Hope 
of their being of that Conſequence, which 
your kind Opinion aſſign'd as the Motive 
for preſcribing me the Taſk. If they can 
in the leaſt contribute to ſet Matters of 
ſuch great Moment in a juſter Light, than 
they ſeem to ſtand in at preſent, my high- 
eſt Ambition will be anſwered, 


B 


The 


1 


The only Thing, which I ſhall preſume 
to ſay, in Reſpe to the Execution of this 
Attempt is, that I ſhall deliver the Dictates 

of Reaſon, with the moſt inviolate Re- 
gard to Truth, nor ever ſtrive to influence 
the Judgment of another, by Arguments 
inconcluſive to my own; and the Voice 
of Reaſon deſerves Attention, however in- 
ſignificant the Perſon, who utters it. 


The Cauſes of that univerſal Gloom, 
which overcaſts the Joy of every thinking, 
and unprejudiced Man, in theſe Kingdoms, 
in this Time of apparent Triumph and 
Happineſs, are theſe : They "apprehend, 
that the Office of a PRIMR MINISTER 77 
inconſiſtent with the Principles of this Con- 
fiitution :—And that the Manner in which 
that Office is executed, AT THIS TIME, is 
alſo inconſiſtent with the Principles of good 
Policy, and the eſſential Intereſts of theſe 
Kingdoms. —Apprehenſions, which, if well- 
founded, 'muſt be allow'd ſufficient to ju- 

ſtify the deepeſt Diſcontent. 


In Diſquiſitions of ſuch Delicacy, and 


Importance, it will be neceſſary to recapi- 
— tulate 


CK 

tulate many Things, known to your Grace. 
But this is unavoidable! The Premiſes 
muſt be laid down, to ſupport the Con- 
clufions drawn, and prevent the Cavils of 


real or pretended Ignorance. 


FE T ſhall not treſpaſs long, upon your 
Grace, in proving the firſt Poſition, as it 
is already given up; the moſt ſpecious Ad- 
vocates for the Miniſter, being forced to 
confeſs, that the Term (and conſequent- 
* ly the Office) is entirely unknown to 
« our Conſtitution *.“ 


To demonſtrate the Inconſiſtency of this 
Office, with the Principles of the Conſti- 
tution, it will be ſufficient juſt to ſhew the 
Nature of it, and trace it to it's Original in 
other Governments, from which it appears 
to have been © very improperly borrow- 
% ed, Þ among us. 


F You will obſerve, my Lord, that I uſe 
the Words of the Writer juſt quoted. I 
ſhall not only continue to do fo occafional- 


Political Conſiderations at the preſent Crifis. 
+ id. 8 
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ly, but ſhall alſo take the fame Liberty 
with his Arguments, as the Method moſt 
likely to avoid being miſunderſtood ; and 
this I mention once for all, to obviate the 


Charge of Plagiariſm. 


In thoſe unhappy Countries, where Deſ- 
potiſm rules with a Rod of Iron; where the 
End of Government is inverted ; and the 
People ſeem to have been created only for 
the Pleaſure of the Prince, Indolence and 
Pride diftate to the Latter, to delegate his 
Power into other Hands, in order to avoid 
the Trouble of exerting it himſelf, and 
ſhun every Kind of Intercourſe with his 
Subjects, that may leſſen the artificial, 
blind Reſpect raiſed by Myſtery and Dif- 
tance. 


Hence the abſolute Monarch almoſt al- 
ways employs a Perſon to ſtand between 
him, and his People, who, under the Ap- 
pearance of delivering his Maſter's Will, 
too often conſults only his own, and lite- 
rally enjoys the Sovereign Power in all it's 

| Plenitude ; and this is A PRIME MINISTER. 


With 


( 5.) 


With Indolence it is vain to tende: 
But would the proudeſt Prince take the 


Trouble of a Moment's Thought, he muſt 
ſee that this Induigence of his Pride diſap- 
points itſelf. Such a Delegation of his 
Power is an implicit Acknowledgement of 
his own Inability to uſe it, which neceſſa- 
rily lowers him in the Eſtimation of his 
own Subjects, and of every Foreign Power 
with whom he' may have Intercourſe. 


Hiſtory confirms this by innumerable Ex- 
amples. The Emrrs of the Caliphs of Bag- 
dat, and the Sultans of thoſe of Egypt, 
and (to come nearer Home !) the Mayors 
of the Palace to the Kings of France ſcarce- 
ly left thoſe Princes the Shadow of Sover- 
eign Power; (the laſt diſdaining even a 
ſubordinate Name, at Length aflvmed that 
Shadow too, along with the Subſtance, and 
actually depoſed a Race of Kings, who had 
long been their Slaves.) And all theſe were 
originally PRIME MINISTERS. And in our 
own Times, what Figure have the Kings 
of Spain made in Europe, from the Reign 

of 


ES 
of ee II. to this Day, under the Govern- 
ment of PRIME MINISTERS. 


The Wiſdom of thoſe, who form'd the 
Britiſh Conſtitution, ſaw this Evil in the 
ſtrongeſt Light; and being equally attentive 
to the Honour of the Sovereign, and the 
Liberty of the Subject, tacitly precluded 
the Inftitution of an Office, equally preju- 
dicial to both, by making no Proviſion for 
. 


An expreſs Prohibition was not neceſ- 
fary, as it was clearly implied in the fun- 
damental Principles of the ' Conſtitution ; 
I it was not rather omitted from Reſpect 
to the Idea of rational Sovereignty, ſuch 
as was eſtabliſhed at the Head of rhis Go- 
vernment; to which it ſeem'd an Affront 
to cen even a Poſſibility of i its being 
capable of ſuch an Errour. | 


This Cuſtom, therefore, which may be 

only abſurd in thofe Countries, where the 

Will of the Sovereign is the Law of the 

Subject, and muſt not be controverted, 

deſerves another Epithet in a Government, 
| founded 


(.% 3 
founded on. the Principles, of. Liberty, and; 
where all Power is limited by fixed and 
known Laws, ſuch as is the Glory of Bri- 
tain, the Birthright of her happy Sons, if 
they will but know their own. Happineſs, 


I am aware, my Lord, that to many this 
will at firſt ſeem a. baſeleſs Fabric * my 
own F ancy; a Theory contradicted by. 
Facts, in numberleſs Inſtances. Argument 
againſt Fact is certainly the groſleſt Sophi- 
ſtry ; but there is alſo no Sophiſm more 
apt to deceive, than this of concluding from, 
particular Inſtances againſt general Rules, 


I am. now, my Lord, entering upon a 
Topic, as difficult, as it is important; but 
J rely on your Grace's Candour, which 
will overlook any undeſigned Errour, and; 
judge only from the Purity of the Inten- 
tion. I can aſſert, with the Confidence of 
Truth, that there is no Subject of Britain, 
who has a more exalted Notion of the So- 
vereign Power, as eſtabliſhed at the Head 
of this Government, than myſelf ; and this, 
becauſe my Notions of it are founded on 
Reaſon. I reſpect it, becauſe I know it's 

: Excellence! 


(8) 
Excellence And if 1 do not blindly adore 
it, as the Indians do their Idols, for Attri- 
butes exiſting only in my own Imagination, 
I preſume the ſolid Reſpect of Reaſon is a 
more worthy, and acceptable Offering, 
than the groundleſs Worſhip of Ignorance. 


All the Inſtances of the Delegation of 
the Power of the Crown, into the Hands 
of one Subject, which have ever been regu- 
larly admitted by the other Eſtates of the 
Government, have evidently received their 
Sanction from Neceſſity, on ſome non 


Incapacity in the Sovereign to execute that 
Power himſelf. 


The Reaſon of theſe Inſtances, (and I 
challenge Experience to produce any other!) 
inconteſtibly excludes the Sovereign him- 
ſelf from chooſing the Perſon proper to be 
entruſted with ſuch a Delegation. Though 
if it did not, I imagine that the moſt ſan- 
guine Advocates for the Prime Miniſter will 
ſcarcely aſſert any ſuch Neceſſity for one, 
at this Time, 


For 


(9) 
For ſuch unhappy Caſes, it would have 


been moſt imprudent to attempt making 
any expreſs Proviſion in the Conſtitution, 
as the particular Circumſtances muſt deter- 
mine. the Remedy, and the other Eſtates, 
which are exempt from any ſuch Incapa- 


city, muſt alſo be the proper Judges how 
to apply it. 


As for any other Inſtances, where the 
Prince has thought proper to commit his 
Power into the Hands of ſome favoured Sub- 
je, I think I can ſafely venture to appeal 
to the whole Tenour of the Engifh Hiſtory, 
that ſuch a Delegation has never once met 

the Approbation of the other Eſtates, in 
ſuch a Manner, as to eſtabliſh a Precedent 
for the Future; though they may have 
borne with it for a Time, rather than em- 
broil themſelves with their Sovereign, till 
ſomething ſhould open his Eyes to the Im- 
proptiety of a Meaſure, always unhappy in 
it's Conſequences. On the contrary, they 
have never failed to declare their Diſſent 
to ſuch an Innovation, in the ſtrongeſt 
Manner; and often have carried it fo far, 
1 as 


( w ) 

as to obtain the Difmifſion of Minifters, 
who imagin'd themſelves fo firmly eſtabliſh'd 
in their Maſter's Favour, as to be aboye 
their Reach. Particular Inſtances, there- 
fore, in either of theſe Caſes, (which oc- 
cur invariably, and in the Latter too often) 
only prove the Truth of that general Max- 
im, to which they are Exceptions, that 
the Office of a PRIME MINISTER is incon- 
fetent with the Principles of the Britiſh Con- 
ftitution, 


The other Poſition, that the Manner in 
which that Office is executed, AT THIS TIME, 
7s alſo incon/iſtent with the Principles of good 
Policy, and the eſſential Intereſts of theſe 
Kingdoms, is now to be conſidered. 


The Nature of this Part of my Under- 
taking, makes it moſt diſagreable to me. 
I diſclaim all perſonal Prejudice againſt the 
noble Lord, whoſe Conduct I muſt now 
examine. I admire the Accompliſhments, 
I revere the Virtues of his Character; and 
1 admit the Favour, with which his Maſ- 

ter honours him, in ſo eminent a Degree, 
| —.— = 


( 11 ) 
to be a Proof of his poſſeſſing them ; but 
ſtill I muſt obey a ſtronger Impulſe, and 
ſhut my Eyes to every private Regard, that 
would interfere with my Duty to my 
Country. 


But, at the fame Time, that I admit 
this Favour, as an implicit Proof of his 
Accompliſhments and Virtues, I cannot 
allow it the ſame Weight to prove his be- 
ing qualified for the Exerciſe of that great 


Power, to which it has evidently, and ſole- 
ly raiſed him. 


The Force of a firſt Impreſſion is ſuffi- 
ciently known. He who has the Forming 
of a tender Mind, who will watch it's 
Motions, and accommodate himſelf to 
them, may not only give theſe Motions 
almoſt what Direction he pleaſes, but will 
alſo eſtabliſh an Aſcendency over the Mind 
itſelf, hardly ever to be over-turned. An 
Aſcendency though, that is gained in this 
Manner, cannot be faid to have the Sanc- 
tion of Judgment: It is litterally Preju- 
dice, and is always juſtly looked upon with 
a ſuſpicious Eye. 


C 2 I thought 


6 


I thought it neceſſary, my Lord, to ob- 


ſerve this, in order to ſhew, that objecting 


againſt an Iufluence thus obtained, by a Ser- 
vant, can not juſtly be imputed to Want 
of due Reſpect to the Maſter. On the 
contrary, it is an indiſpenſable Duty to uſe 


every poſſible Means to remove ſuch a 


Prejudice; a Duty moſt difficult indeed to 


be performed, as one of the firſt Exertions 


of that Influence is to poiſon his Mind, with 


bad Opinions of every one, who might un- 


dertake it ; and when, by this Manage- 
ment, they are excluded from his Preſence, 


ſurround him with Perſons, who ſhall ſtop 


every Acceſs of Information, and keep 


him, in the moſt unhappy Senſe, * A Pri- 


1 "A to his own Servants.” 


The Conduct of @ Prime Min Mer (to 


follow the preſent Mode, and admit the 


Execution of an Office, acknowledged to 
be illegal !) is to be conſidered in two di- 
ſtinct Points of View ; that is, with Re- 


Held to his Management of Affairs with other 
| Powers, and at Home : Or, as I may ſay, 


his foreign and domeſtic Policy. I ſhall be- 
77 95 gin 
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gin with the former; but in order to make 
a proper Judgment of it, it will firſt be 


neceſſary to look back for a Moment to the 
Situation of Public Affairs, when the pre- 
ſent Prime Miniſter took the Management 
of them entirely into his own Hands. 


At the Acceſſion of his preſent Majefty 
to the Throne, Great Britain was engaged 
in the moſt extenſive War it had ever 
waged. That War was carried on, in all 
its Extent,” with a Succeſs ſcarce to be pa- 
ralleled in the Hiſtory of any Nation. The 
Government and the People were united bya 
mutual Confidence, which (humanly ſpeak- 
ing) enſured the Continuance of that Succeſs. 
The former planned thegreateſtEnterprizes, 
fecure of the Support of the latter; as theſe 
poured out their Wealth for that Support, 
in a Manner not conceived to have been 
poſſible, till it was proved ſo, equally ſe- 
cure of it's being applied to the beſt Pur- 
poſes. . The Naval Power of the Enemy 
was deſtroyed; their Trade ruined; their 
Colonies all conquered ; and the Spirit of 
the People broken, by the Weight of an 
unfortunate War: All which Succeſſes were 


obtained 


| fee would alarm them; it was judged ne- 
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obtained under the Conduct of a Miniſtry, 
where the Power was conſtitutionally di- 
videdy and every Servant of the Crown, 
really executed the Buſineſs of his own De- 
partment, without being ſubje& to the 
Command of any other Perſon, befide his 

ign. There remained only to pre- 
ſerve in the Cabinet, that Superiority which 
Had been gained in the Field, and eſta- 
bliſh' the Advantages of ſo glorious a War, 
by a ſirm and judicious Peace; the Terms 
of which, it is natural in ſuch Circum- 
ſtances to conclude, muſt have been in the 
Fewer of the Viſors to PIs. — 


= this Situation Affairs ſtood, when the 
Favour of the Sovereign offered the ſole 
Management of them to the Ambition of 
the preſent Prime Miniſter. 


Te prepare the Minds of the People for 
a Change, which, however high his Opi- 
nion might be of himſelf, he muſt fore- 


ceſſary to arraign the Meaſures of the Mi- 
niſtery then employed, and brake, if poſ- 
ſible, the Confidence placed in them. 

| For 


© WW 


For this Purpoſe, a moſt ſ pecious At- 
tack was made upon a particular Part gf the 
War“; in which the moſt diſingenuous Art 
was exerted to blazon every Objection to 
it, in the higheſt Colours, and place every 
Argument in it's Favour, in the moſt diſ- 
ene Light. ; 


It has ever been the Method of Faction 
to aim at ſome particular Part of a Syſtem, 
without attending to it's intimate, and, 
perhaps, inſeperable Connection with the 
Whole! I ſay, my Lord, of Faction; for 
any Scheme of Politics, which is carried 
on againſt the real Intereſt of the Nation, 
literally deſerves that Name, whatever Au- 


thority may be ee to give Sanction 
to ĩt . 


A particular Diſcuſſion of the Motives 
for entering into the War in Germany, 
would lead me beyond the Limits of this 
Letter. I ſhall therefore only obſerve, 
that it appeared at the Time to be under- 
taken on Principles of good Policy, by the 

Cogſſderatians on the GERMAN Wat. - 
| unanimous 
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tompts -to- prejudice them againſt it, and 
drake their Confidence, confirmed by Ex- 


( 16 ) 
wnanimous Approbation it received 2 all 
the Eftates of the Government; as the 


People, 42040 are neuer miſtaken in their own 


Tnvereſt, were ſo well convinted of the 
Advantages refulting from it, that all At- 


perience, in the Abilities and Integrity of 
_ _ fry. e in vain. 

0 15244 | . 

1 am not afraid, My Lore, wo” Tay, the 
Advantages reſulting from the War in Ger- 
many, unfaſhionable as the Phraſe is en- 
deavotited to be made at preſent! They 
were repeatedly acknowledged by. both 
Houſes of Parliament, and authentieated 
from the Throne, by the Voice of him, 
who never deceived his People: And it 
will require ſomething more than ſpecidus 
Arguments, and poſſitive Aſſertions, to 
over-turn in the Opinion of oy Candid, 
A Credit 10 firmly eſtabliſhed. 


The Arguments, ' urged on this extra- 
ordinary Occafion, were a general Inſult 
upon the whole” Nation. They accuſed 
the Set of Folly, their Repreſentatives 

* 


(27) 
of Proſtitution, and the late King (of Me- 


mory ever dear to Britain) of Weakneſs» 


Partiality to his German Dominions, and 
Breach of public Faith ; and this in Terms 
which raiſed the honeſt Indignation of every 
Britain, who knew the Virtues of his 
Heart, and had a Senſe of Gratitude for 
the Bleſſings of his Reign. 


But though this Attempt failed, the Luſt 
of Rule /cacoetbes dbminandi could be re- 
ſtrained no longer. ny 


Prom a fincere and prudent Deſire to 
avoid the Burden of another War, the Par- 


tiality and Inſults of Spain had been borne, 
tilt it would have been Weakneſs to bear 
them any longer. In theſe Circumſtances 
it was propoſed, with a Spirit, truely Brizif 
to declare War againſt the Spaniards di- 
reMy, and attack them in a Manner that 
would have ſoon brought them to Reaſon, 


Every Law of Nature, and of Nations, 
juſtified this Counſel. Spain had been the 
Apprefſor in numberleſs, and moſt flagrant 
Inftances; and this Return would have 
M D been 
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(48) 
been conſidered as no more than what Was 
conſiſtent with the Dignity” of the T 
ſo proyoked, * | 


But the Perſon "Shs gave this Counſel, 
and who from his great Abilities was re- 
puted to take the Lead in that Miniftry, 
was to be oppoſed at any rate ; and. this 
was looked upon to be a favourable Occa- 
ſion, as it "afforded an Opportunity for 
making an oſtentatious Diſplay of Oecono- 
my, Prudence, and Juſtice, The Scheme 
was ſucceſsful! The greater Part of the 
. Miniftry acceded to ſuch ſpecious Reaſons, 
and the propoſal was rejedted. a + 


The Motives of this Oppotition could 
not eſcape the Penetration of him againſt 
whom it was levelled. He reſigned an Of- 
fice, in which he found he had no longer 
any Authority, as did alſo the noble Per- 
ſon who alone had ſupported his Opinion ; ; 
and that Power, which before was conſti- 
tutionally divided between many, was im- 
mediately united in the Hands of ONE, 
who now abſolutely governed thoſe, who 
had affected to take the higheſt Offence, 
at 


( 19 ) 

at the other's preſuming to guide them. 'I 
ſay, my Lord, of One, for though ſome 
of the former Miniſtry were permitted to 
Retain their Places a little longer, it is well 
known, that from the Moment of that Re- 
ſignation, they loft all Power, and were in 
reality no more than Cyphers, in their ſe- 
veral Offices, without any Importance of 
their own, but barely to add to that of 
their new Leader. 


The apparent Motives fbr the Oppoſition 
which had produced this Change, were 
ſoon beheld in a proper Light. The Trea- 
ſure, which Spain expected from the Ame- 
rican World, arrived in Safety, and the 
Neceſſity for diſſembling her Deſigns be- 
ing, by that Means, removed ; ſhe pulled 
off the Maſque, and avowed the Injuſtice 
ſhe had committed in Terms of Inſult, pe- 


culiar to the Hau ghtineſs of that vain-glo- 
rious Nation. du | 


* _— 745 V 


On this it was Feen for the new 
Prime Miniſter to avoid declaring War 
againſt the Spaniardmany longer: But the 
proper Moment had been let flip; and 
D 2 __ thoſe 


( 20. ) 
thoſs Treaſures, which, in Purſuance of the 
firſt Propoſal, would have bees intercepted 
and turned againſt themſelves, were now. in 
. their Hands; and not only enabled them 
to make better Preparation for the War; 
but what was more immediately prejudi- 
eial to Britain, to afford that Aſſiſtance to 
France, Which had been her Motive for 
drawing Hain into the War; and without 
which, ſhe would have found it extremely 
| 3 to have continued it =y 7 


| Though Necedity, citaptlied the new 
Auf- to give this Teſtimony to the ſu- 
periour Judgment of the Perſons whom he 
had thus wormed out of his Way, he 
thought himſelf obliged to deviate, from 
bis Meaſures, i in nating, | to fave Ap- 
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Cen 15 b therefore wich his Proſet 
* of Oeconomy, and the Sentiments he 
had ſo publicly declared of the War in 
Germany, the firſt Exertion of his Power 
was, to diſcontinue the Treaty of Subſidy 
with the King of Profie. 


* 4.005 
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7 It is wrong to antedate Misfortune, by 
{gloomy Apprehenſions; 1 ſhall not there- 
fore enlarge upon the Conſequences of this 
Meaſure, though Reaſon cannot look for- 
ward to them, without che moſt amcious 
* | nip 1 28g 


at 14h - -- 


The ſame Dioden n which were 
given for this Deſertion of the Ring of Pyuſſa, 
were alfo alledged for entering immediate 
Iy into a Treaty of Peace with Franco; 

which was now become as neceſſary to the 

Prime Miniſter to ſupport him in his Pow- 
er as it was to the Enemy, under all their 
Loſſes. For he ſoon had the Mortification 
to find that the Confidence of the People, 
which had ſupported the /ate Minyftry fo 
Uberally; and was ſtill ready to ſupport 
them, was denied to him; 308 therefore 

he prudently reſolved to make a Peace, ra- 
ther than hazard his Credit in attempting 
_ 0ð0 raiſe the Supplies, neceffary for carrying 
on the War; at the fame Time that he 
attributed this Diſinclination in the People, 
which aroſe. from perſonal Diſſike to him- 
ſelf, to their Inability ; and with equal Can- 
dour and public Spirit, Owe" congeal 
| his 


GEE \ 
his own Diſgrace under the Appearance of 
his Country's Ruin; without any Regard 
to the Conſequences, which muſt neceſſa- 
rily attend ſuch a Repreſentation. It is un- 
neceſſary to make any Remarks on this 
Conduct. Reaſon and re will fog- 
gel om too ——_—_ of 


T 


— e ſo Kifpoſed, a Fresh 
s eaſily ſet on Foot, in which the Britiſh 
Prime Miniſter was ſo far from preſcribing 
the Terms, as it may be preſumed he had 
it in his Power to do, that he met the 

French more than Half- way, ſending a 
Miniſter to their Court, to treat with them, 
as if they were Conquerours, and BRITAIN 


1 4 Neeeſiey of Gegging Peace. 


There are certain Points af Oeremonh⸗ 
which, however .inſignificant in themſelves, 
Cuſtom has made of real - Conſequence, 
by the Ideas annexed. to them. One of 
che moſt important of tlieſe is the Method 
to be obſerved in treating of Peace, as it 
affects, in the ſtrongeſt Manner, the Re- 
putation of the eee and in 


* 


(230 
all Matters, which relate to War, Reputa- 
auen it an rn 3 Ve 

For chis Reaſon it is an cſtabliſhed Rule, 
between Powers, who treat upon equal 
Terms, that the Advances made by all 
ſhall be equal; therefore the Expedient 
of Meeting at an indifferent Place, out of 
the Territories of both was appointed, 
where an evident Superiority did not give 
one of the Parties a Right to inſiſt or 
tfeating 1 at Home. 


There can for Inſtances 10 alledged, 
Sls this, Right was more indiſputable, 
than in the preſent Caſe, for having the 
Treaty carried on in England. The Ho- 
nour of the Nation requited it; and the 
great Advantages of treating on the Spot, 
where immediate Advice could be had on 
any Difficulty that might ariſe, and could 


correct, before it was too late, any Miftakes © 


which might be committed, made it an indiſ- 
penſible Duty to infiſt upon that Honour. 
I mention not Caution againſt undue In- 


fluence, though Prudence will guard _ 
the * * Dangers. 


Bur 
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Pike where the Ae of Diſtance 
ſtom their reſpective Courts, ſhould, be 
equal to the Miniſters of both, a Miniſter 
was ſent from Britain to F rance; the in- 
equivalent Formality of letting the French 
Miniſter at leaſt come over to England, as 
ſoon as the Britiſh went to France, being 
alſo neglected, and the latter going thither 
firſt. Nor was this occaſioned by any un- 
foreſeen Accident. It was agreed to be ſo; 
as a Proof of which, the very Veſſel, which 
carried over the Britiſh, was appointed to 
bring back the French, Miniſter. * 


With the fame: — viers the Pre- 
Eidiinaries of Peace ſigned ; though, per- 
| haps, not quite ſo ſoon, as could have been 
wiſhed by thoſe who ſigned them; and as 
they would have been, could the Pride 
of Spain be Eran 5 to Weds ” | 


Pace, 


To prove je this; it it ſufficient to ne 
that the Britiſd Miniſter ſet out for France, 
at a Time when an Account of the Con- 

queſt 


—_— 


* 
— ö 
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queſt of the Havannah was expected every 
Hour; and when the Situation of Affairs 
in. Germany and Portugal, made ſpeedy 
Accounts of other important Succeſſes mo- 
rally certain; and though the Conqueſt of 
che Havannab was (through the dilatorineſs 
of the Spaniſb Miniſtry) known before the 
Preliminaries were ſigned, yet the Britiſh 
Miniſter was too generous to take any Ad- 
vantage, or riſe in his Demands on that 
Store ; for the Evacuation of Portugal was 
agreed upon before; and the Ceſion of 
Fhrids, which it was not in the Power of 
Spain to hinder the Britiſb Forces from 
taking Poſſeſſion of, whenever they pleaſed ; 
and whoſe Value, in Compariſon with that 
of the Havannab is below the Reach of 
Computation, deſerves not to be men- 
tioned 3 as he was alſo too eager to finiſh 
the di Work of Peace-muling to wait 
for an Account of - the other great Events, 
which happened critically at that very Time; 
and had they been known, might have 
merited Attention; at leaſt they would 
have made ſome Part of the Preliminaries 
unneceſſary to be inſerted; and obliged the 
Frenob to look out for other Equioalents 


(3 
to give in Return for. the Places reſtored 
to ents if any ſuch Won be required. 


N At gin 215 Mar 203-10 filed 
- Theſe: Events were the: Reduction of 
Caſſel, by Prince Ferdinand, before 
whom the French were retreating out of 
Germany; and the Diſappointment of the 
Attempt of Spain, and France, upon Portu- 
gal, where their Progreſs was ſtopp'd, and 
their Army obliged to- turn back, naked, 
ſtarving, and greatly diminiſhed by Death 
and Deſertion, the Conſequences of theſe 
calamitious Circumſtances: - (I have not 
mentioned the taking of Schweidnitz by 
the King of Pruſſia, and the Defeat of the 
Saxon and Imperial Armies, by Prince 
Henry, his Brother, as the Affairs of that 
Monarch may be thought to have no very 
great Weight with the Prime Minifter;)-but 
by this judicious - Haſte,' all Difficulties 
which' might have ariſen. on theſe er 
were avoided. | M4 


It it be ſaid that the indiſcriminate Reſ- 
titution of whatever Conqueſts ſhould be 
made by the Britt Forces, then ſent 
on the 1 ran was the 
0 | Baſis 


Mod 

AN [5 

Baſis of the Treaty entered into with Spain, 
2nd:the> Evacuation of Portugal agreed to 
on that Account; and therefore that the 
Taking of the Havannab could not juſtly 
make any Alteration in the Preliminaries, 
I apprehend. it will be difficult to reconcile 
ſuch an Anticipation of Succeſſes purchaſed 
at ſo great an Expence of Blood and 
Treaſure, to the Steadineſs and Reſolution, 
indiſpenſibly neceſſary in the Conduct of 
public Affairs, or the whole Expedition 
to the Principles of Humanity and Oeco- 
nomy, of which ſock 3 Profeſſions 
were nn 


1 no more was really meant by the 
Expedition, than a Parade, in terrorem, 
ſurely it ſnould have been directed againſt 
ſome Place, naturally leſs deſtructive to the 
Lives of Britons; or at leaſt, if this Place 
was unavoidably pointed out by the general 
Voice of the People, it ſhould not have 
been delayed to ſo deſtructive a Seaſon ; 
and'a proper Hint ſhould -have been given 
to the Commanders to conſume the Time 
nin Preparations, till it ſhould be too late to 
make an Attack, in which ſo much Blood 

E 2 maſt 


ſuch an Hint, or to execute ſo humane" 4 


( 287 dy 
muſt be hed to no national Advantage; 
and if the Commanders, WhO were ſent, 
vrere thought improper to he entruſted with 


Commiſſion, ſrom the Cbaraiter of t 
Perſon, who recommended them, Experience 
would readily have directed them to others, | 
who had given eminent Proof of their 
Abilities, in ſuch Warfare, and who were. 
perſonally not difagreeable to the Prime. 
Miniſter. 


The melancholy Returns from the Fleet 
and Army, ſent upon this Occaſion, abund- 
ue n the . of this Remark. 

4 1 My Leak fo no natiengh — 
tage, for the Treaſure taken is priyate 
Prize; and as to the Damage done to the 
Enemy, I fear it will be found to be over- 
ballanced, by the Loſſesof the Conquerours, 
in this fatal Affair; eſpecially as the For- 
tifications, the Reduction of which occa- 
fioned ſo great a Part of that Loſs, were 
given up without demoliſhing. Had they 


been treated like thoſe of Cherbyrgh, in the 


late Miniſiry, (and it does not appear that 
| there 


(98), 
one, than the other ;) or as the Bratz Mi. 
niſler complaiſantly agreed to treat our's at 
Honduras; the Stroke would have been of 
Conſequence, and required Time to repair 
it, in which Britain might have eſtabliſhed 
herſelf in the Poſſeſſion of her important 
Acquiſition of Florida: it ſhould be found 
upon Experience to be ber Intereſt to retain 
it? t 


To the ane peaceful Haſte it muſt alſo 


be attributed, that in Return for inter- 
fering ſo effectually in Favour of Portugal, 
as to ſave her from Ruin, otherwiſe inevi- 
table, there were no commercial Advantages 
demanded, which in ſuch Circumſtances 
could not have been refuſed by the Por- 
tugucſe themſelves, nor taken Exception to 
by any other Nation; and which the Ge- 
neroſity of the Prime Menge: had ſcorned 
to ſtipulate for at firſt; if indeed he ever 
thought of thein at all! But all the Return 
to be made for ſo great an Aſſiſtance, and 
at ſüch an inconvenient Time, is left to 
their Gratitude and Honour, the very 
Points, in which Britain had too juſt Rea- 
ſon 
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ſon ta complain of them, een 
9 * yet adjnſted. | h zu unde 


20 to the a ente — Lon: knots 
ratified by the King, whoſe indiſputable 
Prerogative it is to make War, and Peace; 
and they have been approved in the great 
Council of the Nation, wherefore I ſhall 
not preſume to enter into any Diſcuſſion of 

One Thing, though, I muſt beg Leave 
to. Remark to your. Grace, which the 
Frime Mini er, in his great Haſte, ſeems 
to have forgot; and this is, that the Li- 
berty of fiſhing and drying Fiſh, on the | 
Coaſts of Newfoundland, which was given 
to the French, by the 1 3th Article of the 
Treaty of Utrecht, and is now confirmed 
to them by the 14th Article, of theſe Pre- 
liminaries, {of Paris,) was alſo, the 1 3th, 
Artick, in the Impeachment of the Earl. of 
Oxford, the PRE MINISTER, who made 
that Treaty, and for making it, was im 
peached of High Treaſon, by the Commons, 57 
Great-Britain ; 3 though it had been approved 
of & two  ucceſſooe Parliaments ; ; and the 

Principles 


( 32 9 
Principles of that Houſe of Commons, wwhs 
voted that Treaty prejudicial to the Intreft 
of | Great- Britain, and impeached bim for 
making it, will, as J imagine, ſcarcely be 
called in Queſtion, by any Friend Yon PHE 
_— "OF n FN 150 


p 

e ala obſerve, My Lord, ies it Is 
moſt unjuſt to aſſign a Fear of en 
the Debt of the Nation, by the Expence 
of continuing the War, as a Reaſon for 
being in ſuch haſte to make a Peace ; and 
at the ſame Time, by that very Peace, 
give up Advantages obtained in the War; 
the Retention of which, would not only 
reimburſe that Expence, but alſo put it 
out of the Power of the Enemies of Bri- 
— to dere 5h cy in un _ again. 


1 ſhalt wy My Lord, conclude my 
Remarks on the foreign Policy of the Prime 
Minifter, which was the Point of Veiw, I 
propoſed to confider it in firſt. I have 
ſtated Facts fairly; and traced them to 
their Motives, with the moſt impartial 


Regard to Jaſtite; and the Concluſion Is 
an 
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* Ib he he ft Pr INN 
meli Policy, I ſhall not attempt to make 
i minute an Enquiry. IR 4s: tor: many 
Reaſons, a moſt ineligible Taſk. ' I ſhall, 
therefore, only propoſe a few general 
Queſtions, to which every Reader's 'own 
Knowledge will ſuggeſt ſuch — as 
e e ee Vis & 


J iti 


— the preſent Prive Miniſter always 
paid proper Reſpect to the ſeveral Branches 
of the Royal Family, and never preſumed 
on the Support of W ber to > give 
them' Offence — 


be d PE 


ſupetisu Orders of the Nobility, by an 
affected 3 with their n — 


* Ada be one; e penn 


ſentment of his on, removed any of.. the 
Servants of the Crown of unn 
and Integrity — 

E bn! 
| i! he eyer Fa any. Partiality in 
the Diſtribution of Offices, or filled all 

Places 


— — 
— 
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py of Honour and Profit, with his 
own Dependants, making an implicit At- 
tachment to himſelf, the only Means and 1 
nn Naber 0 7 — 


1 6 %%% „ a4, ats 
Uschi 1 , F 


bien he ever nk an oſtentatious Diſ- 
play of Oeconomy, in Trifles, diſgraceful 
to Royal Dignity, and at the ſame Time, 
laviſhly applied the Revenues of the Crown, 
to — his own wy — 


* he ever ate on the "oY 
and Faithful Services of any Rival, or 
made his Maſter appear Ungrateful, to 
gratify his own Ambition ?—— 


—Has he ever hired proſtitute Writers 
to deform * _— ſacred Characters — 


—Fas * ever ee des to a his | 
Sovereign from his Subjects, by repreſent- 
ing their Diſapprobation of the Miniſter, 
as leveled at the Maſter ?—— 


And laftly, if he ſhould find himelf 
hated by-the Univerſal People, has he that 
F delity to his Sovereign, that real Re gard 


F to 


— —— rn nt C_ 


— 
ha 


_- ) 
to his Intereſt, to reſign his obnoxious Of- 
face, and not run the Hazard of anjuring 
bim in the Affections of his People, by 


ſupporting a Miniſter againſt, their Judg- 


5 


wy Miniſter, with. cannot * kis Hand 
upon his Heart, and Anſwer theſe Queſ- 
tions to the Satisfaction of the People, muſt 
be condemned by his own Conſcience, and 
given 8 by his moſt ſanguine Advocates. 


ein thus, My Lord, pro the Juf- 
tice of the Objections fo. the Office of A 
PRIMR Min1sTER; and Zo the Manner 
- of it's Execution, Ix THE PRESENT IN- 
STANCE, I ſhall now lay before your 
Grace, one of the ſtrongeſt Nature, which 
is made to this Mingſter perſonally, by the 
univerſal Voice of the People, * this is 
his * A enn. | 


There i is no Mi mote fenkble 8 the 


general Injuſtice of national Prejudices, than 


T am; however, as thete is no Rule fo ge- 
neral, as to be without ſome Bxce ptions, 
I. * ſhew the Grounds or which ſuch 


ns 
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(3s) 
an Exception is made in this Caſe, and 
ſubmit it to the Decifion of Reaſon, whe- 
e ror wre juſt. 


It will be neceffary, My Lord, on this 
Ocbiion, to look back to the Commence- 
ment of our Hiftory ; but this ſhall be 
done wich An 9 poffible Conciſe- 
neſs... 


It is known, that from the earlieſt Ac- 
counts of the Iſland of Great Britain, there 
ſubſiſted an hereditary Animoſity between 
the Inhabitants of the Southern and North- 
ern Parts of it. This aroſe from the in- 
fatiable Rapacity, and Rayages of the bar- 
barian Tavaders, who had eſtabliſhed them- 
ſelves in the latter, and from whom i it hae 
taken it's Name. 


After the Seceſſion of the Romans, the 
Invaſion of . theſe Scots, gave Occaſion to 
the Conqueſt of the Southern Part of the 
fla nd, by the Saxons, who were called by 
the Inhabitants, to their Aſbſtance. | 


* * - 


F 2 | When 


(46) 


When the Norman Monarchy, Was * 
bliſhed on the Ruin of the Saxan, the Scots, 
animated by the ſame Principles; but ſenſible 
Nat the Diſparity of their Strength, and ap- 
prehenſive of the Vengeanct due to their 


_ Conduct, immediately entered into the 
cloſeſt Alliance with the Fftench 3 an Al- 
liance dictated by Reaſon fog their ue 
We | * | 
* The Achiſtance « Fra rance was indifpens- 
bly neceſſary to preſerve Scotland: from fal- 
ling under the Subjection of her too power- 
ful Neighbour England; as the Afiiſtance of 
Scotland was allo of the moſt eſſential 448 
to France, in the Wars, which tter 
was almoſt conſtantly engaged in, 58 
England: And accordingly as foon-as ever 
England attacked France, the Scats never 
failed to invade the former, with all-their 
Force, and commit themoſt horrid Ravages, 
till they were repelled, in order to make a 
5 Diverſion in Favour of France, by which 
Means many an important Enterprize of 
the Fu was 5 - 85 


Senſible 


637 ) 


13 2 Senfble of the Importance of this ; = 
che Frencb, to confirm the Attachment of 
d uſeful Allies ſtill more ſtrongly, granted 

Honours to the Score, above any other Peo- 
ple i in Europe. The immediate Guard of 

the King's Perſon was entruſted to them, in 
5 Preference to the Natives of the Kingdom. 


i © $a 


On the Acceſſion of the King of Scor- 

land to the Throne of England, the public 
Effects of this Alliance ceaſed of Courſe ; 
but that the Inclinations of the "Scots re- 
main d unaltered was too ſtrongly pi 
by the Readineſs with which they Ae 
into the Shemes of France, to embtoil the 
unhappy Son of that King, with His Peo- 

ple of England, though he was their na- 
tural Sovereign, and born among Them- 
ſelves; as their Conduct through the three 
_ ſucceeding Reigns ſhewed them ſteady i in 
the fame Principles. COIN; 


bx A Defire to: be delivered Quits the: Tie- 
ble of Watching ſuch a dangerous Inmate, 


made the Miniſtry of Queen Anne labour 
to bring about an Union, between the two 


ome, in Hopes that the evident and 
' * 


( 38 ) 


Sent Advantages, . which the Scots. muſt 
reap from it, would conquer their Preju- 


. and bind them ay to England. 
How well theſs Hopes were anſwered, 


the Events of the Years fifteen and forty- 
Aue are a ſufficient Proof. If i it be ob jeck. 
ed, that the Score have behayed | in a alt. 


he temembered, that almoſt all, who Were 
- able. to bear Arms, and A to 
Live Diſturhagce, were taken inta the Ser- 
vice of Eng/and, and ſeparated. in her dif- 
ferent Flects and Armies; where the much 
greater Numbers, among whom they were 
mixed, may Hoſiohy, be thought to give an 
A pearance of Neceſſity to the Fidelity of 
whoſe. ran, We, | ix 


14 5 4 mean to * that every 

Individual of the Scotch Nation is ſtill ac- 

| tuated by, the ſame Attachment to France. 

Many of them have aobly proved the n- 

trary by their Actions; many, very many 

more have profeſſed it ; and all have been 
well rewarded. 


#34 


But 
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But ſtill, M y Lord, the People of Eng- 
land think 55 prudential Reaſons require 
a longer Time of Probation ; that Half a 


Century is not fifficient to eradicate Prin- 


ciples confirmed by many Centuries; and 
in a Nation (to it's Honour) remarkably 
tenacious of its Principles; and that” at 
leaſt the Generation, which faw them 2 
diſtinct People, ſhould paſs away, before 
they ought to be entruſted with the Go- 
vettment of thoſe, whom they thernſelves 
may poſſibly have been taught to eſteem 
their Enemies; as their Anceſtors for very 
many Generation moſt certainly did; and 
eſpecially at a Time, when the Intereſt of 


England and France are in a Balance, to 


which the leaſt Breath of that national 
Bias may give a Turn moſt eſſentially pre- 
judicial to the Former; a Bias ſtill endea- 
voured to be kept up by the Freneh, who 
continue the ſame Honours to the Scorch 
Nation, which were evnferi&d upon it, 

when in a Capacity of ſhewing its Grati- 
tude in a more open and direct, though 


not more 5 2117 ww 1 Ws a 
\ can. * 4. ; 
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For this Reaſon, it is the'Senſe of che 
el People of England, that even if 
there muſt be 4 Prime Miniſter, the Pre- 
ſent is a moſt 8 Terſott for hat 


_ _—_ 


1 muſt not, My Lend ee this Re 
S be charged with attempting to re- 
vive a deadly Feud, and renew Animoſities, 
happily effaced! The Impatience thewn 
by the-univerſal People of England, at be- 
ing ruled by a Scotſman, too plainly proves, 
that this has been done already by the in- 
prudent Ambition, which gave Riſe to theſe 
Diſquiſitions ; and, it is to be feared, that 
to cool the Heats raiſed on this Occafion, 
and reſtore that Cordiality which began to 
ſubſiſt between the two Nations, before 
this Event, muſt be the Work of much 
Care, and a wann ere. of Time. 


I Rupes 7 My Lord, the univerſal Peo- 
phe for though the Senſe of rh, Majority 
is legally the Senſe of the Whole, in this 
Caſe, that Majority is ſo great, as entirely q 
to drown every Murmur of Diſſent, it be- 


ing 


* 


( 41) 
ing a moſt inconteſtible Truth, that if the 


Sentiments of every Eng/i/hman alive, why 
is not evidently influenced by Motives 
private Intereſt, were to be taken this 
Day, Ninety and Nine in every Hundred, 
would be found to defire the Difmiſfion of tbe 
preſent Miniſter ; and it is to he hoped that 
the Voices of any other People, however 
incorporated among them, and Ambitious 
of ſharing i in their Rights, ſhall never have 
more Weight in England, than is given 
them by that Union, which ues Gags 
any Weight in it at eb 


1 will grant 5 be has al * Abilities 
ſo laviſhly aſcribed to him by his intereſt · 
ed Retainers ; yet Kill the People of Enge 
land are not content that he ſhould Rule 
over them. Let him remain tbe Ser ant 
of the King / Let him enjoy his Confi 
dence, and Favour, and adminiſter to him 
« the Comforts" of his Conyerſation 3 but 
let him no longer continue tbe. Servant of 
the State 1 He is weighed, in the Balance, 
and found light ; and the Sentence af Re 


probation 33 gone forth againſt hin-. 


( 42. ) 
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7 If i it ſhould be objected to this, that the 
King has a Right to chuſe his oWN'Ser- 
Ante the Anſwer is ready. | 5 

Yo O ei lf 
* 8 the Conſtitution of the Britlf Go- 
vernment, the executive Power is veſted 
.felely;in the King. 
* 

158 As this Power is too erteilte 10 "0 EX= 
_ erted perſonaliy by him, he has affanged 
the Objects of it in ſeveral Departments, 
which he delegates to the Care of Servants, 
but under his own Inſpection, the Power 
ſtill remaining virtually i in his Hands; z and 
every, Tranſaction of theirs being in the 
Intendment of the Law, . by 


The Neceflity of this Delegation Jeing 
evident, it is acknowledged in the Conſti- 
tution, and Proviſion made for the Pay- 
ment of ſuch Servants, Who thus become 
the Servants (though not immediately) of 
the State; and are e ſubject to it's 
Authority, if not for. actual A / ppointment, 

| 0 ne 


—— 


* Aa 


Proof. The Buſineſs, which the King 
employs thoſe Servants to execute, is, im- 
mediately the Buſineſs of the State; (that 


0 


or Amoval, yet moſt certainly = W 


bation, - and e s 


This is o clear, that it übe rele 


is, of the People) and the Revenues with 


Which that Buſineſs is tranſacted by them, 


under him, are alſo the voluntary and 
conditional Gifts of the People, granted to 


the King, expreſly, for that particular Bu- 


ſineſs, and the Application of them to be 
accounted for, to the Granters, by him, 
Would it not then be an Affront to Rea- 
ſon, to aſſert that the People have not a 
Right to object to Servants entruſted thus 
with their moſt important Concerns, and 
to whom they literally Pay the 2 1 4 of 
he Service W „ 


'+6 appoint his Servants is the un- 
doubted Right of the King; nor do the 
People pretend to interfere with it; but it 
is alſo as undoubtedly the Right of the 
People to object to any of thoſe Servants, 
whom they find improper for ſuch a Truſt; 

£ G 2 4 Right 
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* Right which they have often exerted with 
| Sutreſs, and can never loſe but with the Lei 
of "their Liberty; and, I may boldly add, 
Right, the indiſpenſible Obligation on the 
Munz to 0b/erve which is proved by this; that 
i bar never been infringed ina ſingle Inflance, 
and A Miniſter ſupported by the Sovereign, 
in Oppoſition to the Senſe of bis People» 
without making the Reign of that Sovereign 
hem | at Home, and eee e 


10 Oppo 


ſition to theſs plain, and con- 
chuſive Proofs, the Advocates fot the Prime 
Minifter alledge only a palliative Appeal to 

the Paſſions, to give Weight to which they 
confound, by the moſt diſingenuous Art, 
Characters W diſtinet en each 


other. 


ei Tf a King of Great Brin (ſay 
* they) is not to be permitted to chuſe his 
* own Servants, or to diſcard them; to 
be grateful for their Fidelity, and Acti- 
« vity in the public Bafineſs ; and to judge 
of their Inclinations and Abilities for 
4 ferving himſelf, and his People; and to 


ot * Palitical C Marais 
25 * honour 
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" honour with his Countenance and Pro- 
% tection thoſe, who merit his Fayour;, his 
1 Condition muſt be. the moſt. miſerable 
\* upon Earth, to be deprived, meetly be- 
« cauſe, he is King, of every.. Comfort a 
« gurus an hold dar 19 bis Hippie 
and Intereſts.— 


| © Thels, My Looks are their . 4 
but plauſible and affecting as this Appeal | 
may appear, it will loſe all its Force, as 
ſoon as the Fallacy on which it u 
is Inge to View, A 


* There * the King of Great-Briegin 
two diſtin | Characters, his Political, and 
his Pegſonal. In the Latter, he moſt un- 
doubtedly has a Right, © to chuſe his on 
«« Servants, or to diſcard them; to be 
«« grateful for their Fidelity and to judge 
of their Inclination and Abilities for 
*« ſerving himſelf,” But to argue from 
this to his Political. Character, and con- 
found the Servants. of his Perſon, with thoſe 
whom he employs to do the Bujineſs of the 
State; or in other Words, the Servants of 
rhe King, with thoſe of the Crown'; is a 

» | manifeſt 


. (5246; ) 
manifeſt 0 ns ue r to 
deceive. 9 


1 


6 With the former his akon Heppines 
in his perſonal Capacity may very poſſibly be 
connected; and to interfere in the Autho- 
rity, here claimed over them, would be to 
break in upon the natural Rights of Huma- 
nity ; but in Regard to the Latter, the Caſe 
38 quite different. They are not within the 
Verge of that domeſtic Familiarity, which 
in the necellary Intercourſe; of Perſonal 
Service in ſome Reſpects ſeems to reſtore 
the Sovercign and Subject, to the Equality 
_ Fs of their common Nature, and conſtitutes 
1 the Comforts, whoſe Loſs is ſo pathetically 
| Ga modeſtly) lamented in this Appeal. 


ü The ſtrongeſt and moſt recent Inſtances 
may be brought to ſupport what is here 
advanced, of the eſſential Diſtinction be- 
tween Perſonal and Political Service, if 
ſelf- evident Reaſon can require; any Sup- 


port. ! 2 
% N - __—_— — 
p 75 


There have been Sqrvants of the King, 
who have held the moſt lucrative, and 
honourable Employments about bis Perſon, 
and 


( 42 ) 
and enjoyed his Favour in the higheſt 
Degree, without giving any Offence'to the 
People, though they were known to be 
unqualified for the more complicated Buſi- 
neſs of the State, becauſe they interfored 
not untb that Buſineſs; as on the other 
Hand, there have been Servants ef "the 
Cron "who: have tranſacted the moſt diſfi- 
cult Affairs to their Maſter's Honour, and 
the Satisfaction of the People, at the ſame 
Time that it was too evident, they were 
perſonaliy difliked by bim; and can Impro- 
priety or Hardſhip hoy alledged i in n 
Annen fl 
That ths King ſhould: n A den 
Senſe of the Fidelity of his Servants is but 
natural, and argues a Virtuouſneſs of Diſ- 
poſition, which it would be the higheſt 

Misfortune to all his Subjects, that he 
ſhould want; but this Gratitude muſt not 
be carried too far nor miſlead his Judg- 
ment ſo as to make him think them qua- 
lified to be Servants of the Crown, becauſe 
they pleaſe him in their Service abou?” bis 
Perſon. Ax ERROUR THAT HAS OFTEN 
BEEN ATTENDED WITH THE MOST un 
HAPPY Consgquences. 


To 
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To the wirverſal Vaice of the People the 
Advocates for the _ Miniſter oppoſe. the 
Determination of their repreſentative Body, by 
which, according to their Way of Reaſon- 
ing, the People is ſo abſolutely concluded 
Pans a Violation of the Conſtitution for 
them to attempt interfering Perſonally, by 
offering their Opinion, in any Matters, 
relating to the Government; and therefore 
as the Conduct of the Miniſter has been 

approved of by that Repreſentative, it is 

not neceſſary for him to pay any Neſpect to 
the Sentiments of the People themſelves, 
which conſtitutionally have no juſt Weight, 


| OR are catitled to any'Regard. 


4 4 F 


I Order to-make a juſt Eftimate'of the 
Force of this Argument, it will be ne- 
ceſſary. My Lord, to trace the Conſtitution, 


from it's * e 0 Is Hop 


— 


1 2 Frccdoni 
is indiſpenſbiy neceflary to the Elucidation 
of Y the Principles of Religion are 
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examined by divine Command to confirm 
bei? - pig IV OX. 6 EI . 

In ik Confukon of Times of AA 
War. when Kingdoms were the Reward 
of Conqueſts, it was the Policy of the con- 
zune Powers to divide their Acquiſitions | - 2 
ong their military Chiefs, to keep the 1 
Wide, in Subjection, and have their own 
Forces always collected, and ready for any 
ſudden Occaſions, 3 755 Forces conſiſted 
of the Followers of thoſe Chiefs, whom 
| 24 and brought into the Field, at 
th Xpence ; for War was not then 
A 1 Trade, but « every Subject was 
a Soldier,” goin gf from. the Plough, to Battle, 
and returning again, when ! it was over, to 


che very few Arts of ſuch an unſettled 
State. wt 


wit "4 1 N i © | *$isg T; 7 4 19 . 


* 5 


8 4 a 


Theſe,” an d wh 885 Services to 
their Kings, were the Titles by which i 
Chiefs held their Lands, and comprized 
the greateſt Part of their Duty of Sub- 
5 jection. 


* A LE. 
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Under theſe Chiefs the Lands were again 
ſubdivided between their own Soldiers, and 


Officers of inferior Rank, and N58 N athves; : 
Vat on very different Term. | 


G3 


The Former held them of the ak 
by Services of a ſimilar Nature, to thoſe 
which the Chiefs paid to the Kings, and 
were free from every other Kind of Sub- 
jection to them; the Latter on the Con- 
trary, were in a State little differing from 
Slavery, tilling the Ground fr their 
Maſters, and following them to the Wars, 
for 2 bare Maintainance, which was all 
that was allowed to themſelves, without 
any Right to acquire private Property or 
poſſibility of recovering Liberty, but by 
the expreſs Conſent, and aftualConcurrence, 
of their Chiefs, except in ſome extra6rdi- 
nary Caſes, and deſcending From Genera- 
tion to Generation with the Lands as ow 
of the Inheritance. Theſe Chiefs 


called Lords, and the others Villeins, 3 


Io 


In the rude Original of the Britiſh Con. 
fiirution, theſe Lords had an e 


| Share 


FIRE * ebe. 
Sw e211 we wh . 5t 1 0H 

in the Government, in | Right ok 
their 'Lands, and made an Eſtate, which 


has ſince been improved into _ preſent 
TRAY ig = 


4 


The great . which fac an un · 
lumited Authority over the People gave to 
the Lords, often produced. the moſt dan 
gerous Conſequences, by enabling them to 
reſiſt indiſcriminately the Authority of their 
Sovereigns, as Views of private Intereſt or 
Ambition urged them. | 


70 remedy this, Reaſon. ſuggeſted it to 
the governing Powers to reſtore the. People. 
to the Rights of Nature, and give them a. 
Share in that Government, of which they 
were the Strength; that they might — a 
proper Balance to the Lords. 


"To obviate * Inconveniencies, which. 
2 inevitably attend the People's exer- 
this Share in the Government, in 
their collective Body, it it was inſtituted that 
they ſhould zle&? a 9 Number from 
among themſelves, to repręſent the Whole, 

H 2 and 
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and whoſe Determinations ſhould be oon 
cdluſive upon * 


11 


That this „r Body y thould an- 
ſwer the Intent of its Inſtitution, it was in- 
diſpenſibly neceſſary that it ſhould: confiſt 
only of ſuch Perſons as were free from the 
Authority of the Lords. 


As the moſt effefual Proviſion to ſecure 
this Freedom of the Repreſentatives, it was 
appointed that they ſhould be cle O 
by thoſe, who were themſelves free alſo; as 
it could not be ſuppoſed that free Men 
ſhould ever intruſt their moſt Sacred Inter- 
eſts to the Care of thoſe, who were not 
free, as by this Election they ane 421 
to mn mne 


Lane es Men; wb an Bal Holi 
almoſt ſolely of the Soldiers, and inferibur 


Otticers of the Conquerours, to whom Lands 


lad been granted under the Lords, as Has 
been obſerved before, were now in a Courſe 


of Years, conſiderably increaſed in Number ; | 
* of the Natives having recovered their 
5 Freedom 


( 53) 
Freedom on various Occaſions z but ſtill this 
Number was greatly inferiour to that of 
_ who were not Free. ; 


0 pee alche could give Waun PIE 
prndency, which was evidently the Reaſon 
for limiting the Right of Election to free 
Men; and as all Property then conſiſted in 
Lands, that Right was annexed to a certain 
Amount of ſuch Property, as in thoſe Times 
was eſtcemed ſufficient to ſupport the Poſ- 
ſeſſor, in the neceſſary Degree of Inde- 
pendency; and to certain Qualifications, 
which were eſteemed equivalent to ſuch- 
Property.” | 


In Conſequence of theſe Inſtitutions, no 
Man was admitted to join in electing a Re- 
preſentative for a County, who did not hold 
Lands in that County, to that Amount, by 
a Right, which was not determinable at the 
Will: of another, or at any known Time; 
nor for a Burrougb, who did not either hold 
ſuch Lands, within the Precincts of that 
Burrough, or was acknowledged to enjoy 
his Freedom in it, by an authentic Record; 
which latter Privilege was given to Bur- 


roughs 


S1OOT (13 Aubell 184% Jar miu 
roughs fr Towns} to encourage Peoples 
living together, for the Advancement f 
Induſtry and Trade; and it was not to be 
ſuppoſed, that this Acknowledgement would 
be given to any, who had not a viſible Pro- 
bability of Living in a State of Indepen- 
dency. The Former of theſe were called 
Free Halders 3 the Latter _ Free Met." 


21871 


Theſe wit een had the defired 
Effect, and the Repreſentative args, 
ſoon aroſe to that great Importance in the 
State, which their 1 2 en 
od them ta. 


TY = 3 * & 
Ania $713: 0. 


But as the Wiſdom of Man is not ca- 
pable of making any Proviſions, which 
ſhall invariably comprehend all the various 
Changes, wrought by Time; it can not be 
imputed to want of Reſpect to che Con- 
ſtitution, to enquire whether theſe Pre- 
cautions are ſufficient to produce the fame 

Effects at preſent, when the Cireumſtances, 
on which * nen are” 
e nel. eee gts. 


? 


The 
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The Imprayements of Induſtry, in more 
&Ettled Times, the Acquiſitions of Com- 
merce, and the Diſcoveries made in the 


Purſuit of it, have introduced à neẽC Kind 
of; Property, unknown to the Modellers of 

the, Conſtitution, and which, therefore, they 
cauld.make no Proviſion for; at the ſame 
Time, that the Increaſe of Money has di- 
miniſhed its Value, and the Luxury inſe- 
perable from Opulence, multiplied the 
Wants of Mankind to ſuch a Degree, as to 
make the preſent Appointment of Charity 
calculated for the bare Subſiſtence of a 
Pariſh-Beggar, amount to many Times the 
Sum, which was then judged ſufficient 
to eſtabliſh the Independeney of an Elec- 


When theſe Circumſtances are confider- 
ed, gan it: be unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 
if the ſage Legiſlators, who fixed the Va- 
lue of the Property, neceflary to ſupport” 
that Independency at ſuch a Sum of Mo- 
ney, could have foreſeen this Change, they 


would have made ſome Proviſion for en- 
larging that Property, in Proportion as the 
Cauſes 
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Cauſes above - mentioned diminiſhed it's 
Value, and conſequently: it's Effect; and 
eve judged the Poſſeſſors of this new 
Property fafficiently free, and andenendent, 
to have ſhared in the Right of elching 
Reprefentatives, and of ſuſficient Conſe- 
quence to merit being repreſented That 
$6,000]. for Inſtance, lent to the Govern- 
ment, ſhould make a Man as independent 
of all undue Influence, as Forty Shillings 
a Year, in Free-hold Eſtate; and that a 
Gentleman, who ſhould expend an affluent 
Income in Hoſpitality; or a Merchant, 
who ſhould afford Support to the ſeveral 
Trades in a Town, and add to the Wealth 
of the Community, ſhould be as proper to 
join in electing the Repreſentatives of that 
Town, as one of thoſe Tradeſmen, whoſe 
_ utmoſt Induſtry could barely earn him a 
Subſiſtence; and, who aſter a Life, worn 
out in Poverty, might poſſibly be brought 
to the Place of Election, from a Work- 
-houſe, where he had been m n 
| bed public 1 


9 1 


ö 130 = $ 


2408 wouls- it digs wn content =" 
* — which ſo evidently appears to 
have 


(WJ 


{the original and ſole Motive: for limiting 
the Right of Election) was eſtabliſhed on 
Property, in many Inſtances, many Thou- 
and Fold greater than that appointed by 


this Inſtitution, ſhould: be made to depend 


for the very Enjoyment of that Property, 
on the Determinations of a Repreſentative, 
in the electing of which, char wrd n 
nn to ſhare? | \ 


And might not their Wiſdom have apr 


pichonded, that this very Limitation might, 
in theſe Circumſtances, be a Means of de- 
ſtroying that Independency, which it was 
appointed to fuppoct; and give an Oppor- 
tunity of gaining an Influence, as uncon- 
ſtieutional, and dangerous, as the Autho- 
rity of the Lords, over 4 few indigent Elec- 
tors, which could never be attempted with 
any Proſpect of Succeſs, over the opulent 
and numerous Body of the whole Paget. 


That to denken this 8 Was 
me e Motive for limiting the Right of 
. originally, is inconteſtibly proved, 

I GW 


ties bem the Foundation of all-eheir In- 
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that Conſtitution, that a conſiderable; Part 
of | the P cople, which is now: excluded 
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(if what is intuitively evident to Reaſon 


can require Proof?) by this, that in the 


Charters granted to ſeveral Burroughs, where 
the Lords, at the Time of granting them, 


had no ſuch Power, as it was deſigned to 
guard againſt, the Ri ght of Election was 


given to all the Inhabitants in general, 
without any ſuch Limitation to Free-hold- 


ders, and Free-men.—Why the ſame Li- 


berty is not extended to the Inhabitants 
of all, (due Regard being had to all Diſ- 
qualifications particularly appointed) now 
that the Reaſon againſt it is univerſally 
removed, I do not preſume to inquire. 


1 1 muſt not from this be underſtood to 
preſume at finding Fault with the preſent 
F orm of the Conſtitution. As I have faid 
in another Inſtance, I revere, becauſe I 
know it's Excellence; nor has any Sub- 
ject of Great-Britain, an higher Senſe of 


the Dignity, and Authority, of the Re- 


preſentative Body of the People, than I 
have. All I contend for is, to ſhewy by 
this candid Diſcuſſion of the Principles of 


1 


* from 
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that, though it is legally bound by the 


Reſolutions of the preſent Repreſentatives; | 


yet in Conſequence of that Excluſion it 


can not juſtly be ſaid to be repreſented, or 


to have it's Senſe expreſſed by them. 


That theſe Non Electors are really a Lag | 


ſiderable Part of the People will not be 
denied by any one, who is acquainted with 


the preſent State of theſe Kingdoms, and 


knows the Diſproportion between them, 


and the EleHors, in any one Burrough or 


County in Great Britain, in which the 
Non Electors make fo great a Majority, that 


they may almoſt be lard to be the Whole 
"OR | | 


And Thi ſuch a Body not. be permitted 
to ſpeak their Sentiments, as they are ex- 
cluded ' from electing Repreſentatives to 
ſpeak for them ? — Shall they be ſet at 
nought by Servants, whoſe Wages are paid 
out of their Property — And does 

e I 2 this 


from all Share in the Government, was not 
in che true Spirit and Reaſon of them 
intended to ſuffer any ſuch Excluſion; and 


mY _— — = n 4 
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this lege] Incapacity of ElFmg fi nk. _ 
entirely beneath the Attention f 


Government, of which they are = 
Ng — 


L 


1 have thus, My Lord, proved, as I 
humbly conceive, both the Poſitions ad- 
vanced in the Beginning of this Letter, 
4 that the Office of a Prime Mimiſter is 
* inconfiſtent with the Principles of this 
% Conſtitution,” — And, © that the Manner 
* in which that Office ts at this Time 
executed 1s alſo inconſiſtent with the Prin- 
% ciples of ſound Policy, and the effentia] 
% Intereſts of theſe Kingdoms.” —And in the 
Courſe of the Arguments alledged for this 
Purpoſe, have likewiſe evinced, on the 


Principles of the Conſtitution, the Right 


of the People, in their general Body. to 
declare their Sentiments in Matters of public 


' Concern; as well as ſhewn the ind. ipen/ible 


Obligation on their Governours, to pay regard 
to that Right ! Will your Grace now give 
me leave to treſspaſs on you for a Moment 
longer, while I prefume in the over-flowing 
of my Heart, to * out the proper 
Means 


( 6r'), 
Means of e the Els here com- 
"As uniting the Efficacy of alt the great 
Offices under the Crown, unconſtitutionaliy 
and improperly in the Hands of ONE, is 
the Cauſe of the People's Diſcontent, the 


natural Way to remove that Diſcontent i 1s 
to divide that Power between many. 


Nor are there a ſufficient Number of 
Perſons wantin g, to whom theſe Offices 
may be intruſted, with Safety, and Satiſ- 
faction; whoſe Abilities have been and 
equal to that Charge; and their Fidelity 
tried, in Days of Difficulty, and Doubt; 
who have not changed with the Seaſons, | 
nor diſſembled their Sentiments, to ſerve 
their Intereſt; and who are ready to ſup- 
port with their Lives the Principles of that 
Revolution, in accompliſhing which, their 
Fathers had the Glory to ſhare ; and from 
whence are derived the greateſt Bleſſings, 7 
now enjoyed by Britons. Bn 1” 


For ſome Offices in particular there are 


certain Perſons, who ſeemed marked out 
by Heaven. 


There 
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There is one, whoſe Genius has direct 
ed him to ſeek for Glory on that Element, 
which Heaven has made the peculiar Scene 
of Britains Triumphs; and whoſe opening 
Abilities fill the Hearts of all her faithful 


Sons, with the happieft Prefages ! Let the 
Navy be aſſigned to his Care! Let Britain's 
Thunder ſhake the trembling Shores, from 


Pole to Pole, under his Command | 


There is another, who has led. her 
Armies, with immortal Honour in the 


Field ; who proved the hereditary Courage 


of his Soul, and ſealed his Attachment to 
the Liberties of Mankind with his Blood at 
Dettingen ; who gathered Lawrels at Fon- 
trench, which made the Victors bluſh; and 

whoſe Conduct at C ulloden fixed the F ounda- 
tion of his Father's Throne ſo firmly, that 
Faction or Rebellion could never ſhake it 


more, on that i important Day, when many, 


who have now crept into its Shadow, and 
baſk in the Smiles 'of Favour, watched, 
panting with impious Hope for its Fall. 
Let the Sword be given into his experienced 
Hand again! Let him command that Army, 
r 


— l 
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which was formed by his Care, and con- 
feſſedly owes its Triumphs in every Quar- 
ter of the Globe, to the Excellence Wy his 
Inſtitution ! p Gt. 


| Thus ſhall the Military Power of Britain, 
entruſted, by its Sovereign to the Conduct 
of thoſe, whom Nature has bound inſe- 
perably to his Intereſt, and Heaven made 
ſtrong for his Service, be a Terrour to-her 


Enemies, and a * to her happy 
Sons. 


Buy this conſtitutional Diſtribution, all 
Jealouſies will be removed, and that Har- 
mony between the Governours, and Gdver- 
ned, which bleſſed the happy Evening of 
the late Father of his People, and made 
their Hearts bleed for his Loſs, he reſtored ; 
while the Supreme Power ſhall be exerted 
SOLELY by. the King. himſelf ; and all the 
Emoluments of Government flowing regu» 
larly from his Royal Hand, bind the Souls 
ef his Subjects in the Adamantine Chains 
of Gratitude to the Sacred Diſpenſer of 
their Happineſs; nor will any Miniſter haye 
an Opportunity to ſtrengthen himſelf in his 

| Power, 


] 
Power, by bribing the Repreſentatives of 
the People, with the proſtituted Favours of 
the Crown, till he ſhall think himſelf able 
both to deſpiſe the People * and 
inſult his Sovereign. 


| To make ſome Attoneraent for the Er- 
rours which may be in this Letter, I ſhall 
conclude it with a Prayer, in which I am 
ſure there is none, and know I ſhall be 
ſincerely joined by your Grace, and every 
faithful Friend of Britain. 


May evil Counſellours be removed from 
before the Throne, and the Power . of the 
King, be eſtabliſhed forever in the Confidence 
of his People | And may his Sacred Family, 
always united in itſel}, be planted in theſe 
| Kingdoms, as firmly as the Foundations of 
the Hills, and flouriſh to the End of Ages, like 
the Green Bay-tree ! And let all the People 


I am, My Lond. Ce. 


POST- 
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POSTSCRIPT 


INCE 1 wrote the | "Pg I find, My 
Lord, that the Advocates for the M. 
niſter endeavour to evade the Objection of 


General D Mike, in one of it's moſt ſtrik- 


ing Inſtances, by alledging that, if ſeveral 


Perſons of high Rank haye reſigned the 
moſt honourable and lucrative Employ- 
ments, rather than ſerve under fo unconſti- 


tutional an Office, executed by ſo exception- 
able a Perſon, others of equal Rank have 


ED of them, ſo that the Weight in 
the general Balance is equal. 


The F orce of this Reaſoning will ſoon 
appear. Private Intereſt is confeſſed to be 
too generally the Motive of liuman Action. 
Where a Perſon, therefore, acts conſiſtently 
with this Motive, it cannot be unjuſt to 


aſcribe his Actions to it; whereas on the 
Contrary, where a Perſon acts deliberately 


in direct Oppoſition to his private Intereſt, 


Juſtice demands that ſuch Actions ſhould be 


aſcribed to an higher Motive; and conſe- 
quently thoſe Reſignations, which could 
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proceed only from Principle, prove a fixed 
Diſlike, while the Sincerity of the Appro- 
bation argued for from the Acceptance of 
the others, is juſtly to be doubted, and it's 
Continuance not to be depended on ; as 
Intereſt may change, but Principle can 
not. 


If it be faid, that the great Fortunes 
of ſome, who have thus liſted themſelves. 
under the Miniſter, raiſe them above the 
Influence of ſo mean a Motive, it muſt be 
remembered, that where Avarice has taken 
Poſſeſſion of the Soul, it's Force - increaſes. 
with the Increaſe of it's Acquiſitions, and 
graſps ſtill at more; or let Ambition, which 
too often over-balances Reaſon, in youth- 
ful Minds, be ſubſtituted in the Place of 
Intereſt, in the Argument, and the Conclu- 
fion, will be the ſame. 


SIS, 


ERRATA 


P. 7. 1. 15. for difficult, read delicate. 
P. 30. L 18. for 13th, read 3d. 
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